THE FUTURE  POLICY  OF  RUSSIA

not show ourselves sensitive to every attempt to stir up
and utilise our vanity. Attempts of this kind were made
during the Crimean war by the English press and the
English Court, and the men who tried to push them-
selves forward at our own Court by depending on Eng-
land; we were then so successfully threatened with the
loss of the title of a Great Power, that Herr von Man-
teuffel at Paris exposed us to great humiliations in
order that we might be admitted to take part in sign-
ing a treaty, which it would have been useful to us not
to be bound by. Now also Germany would be guilty
of a great folly if in Eastern struggles which did not
affect her interests she were to take a side sooner than
the other Powers who were more directly concerned.
Even during the Crimean war there were moments in
which Prussia, weaker though she then was, by resolutely
arming to support Austrian demands, and even going
beyond them, could command peace and further an under-
standing with Austria on German questions; and just in
the same way in future Eastern negotiations Germany, by
holding back, will be able to turn to its advantage the fact
that it is the Power which has least interest in Oriental
questions, and will gain the more the longer it holds up
its stake, even if the advantage were to consist in nothing
more than a longer enjoyment of peace. Austria, Eng-
land, Italy will always have to take up a position with
regard to a Russian move forward upon Constantinople
sooner than the French, for the Oriental interests of.
France are less imperative, and must be considered more
in connexion with the question of the German frontier.
In Russo-Oriental crises France would not be able to en-
tangle herself either in a new policy for gaining power iin
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